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V. PARK & FACILITY RECOMMENDATIONS

PATHWAYS AND CONNECTIONS

Existing and planned bicycle routes, multi-use trails, and pedestrian trails are
identified with dashed lines.

SYSTEM-WIDE IMPROVEMENTS

Based on the findings and needs presented in Chapter Ill, there are several
system-wide improvements that will help the development of Sheridan’s
preferred park system. These park system-wide recommendations are
identified below.

RECOMMENDATIONS

e Improve the planning and design process for parks: Require a site
planning process for the design and development of all new parks that
follows minimum park development guidelines.

e Continue to develop new parks and open spaces throughout the
system: Develop new neighborhood parks in underserved areas, using
the Park and School Service Areas Map and Proposed Parks System
Concept Map as guides. Avoid developing additional mini parks and
focus on providing other types of parks that provide greater recreational
value and a diversity of activities. Acquire additional natural area
acreage. The acquisition of North and South Park acreage serves as a
good example of the type of larger, non-fragmented natural area land
that the City should continue to acquire when opportunities allow.
Continue to add and improve new trails and pathways to close gaps and
expand opportunities throughout the system.

« Identify potential partner sites to include in overall system: Consider
sites such as Doubleday sports fields, Gateway Park (North Main, and
Sheridan College that can add capacity and create a more robust
network of recreation providers.

e Continue to make improvements to the existing park and recreation
system: Provide interior ADA accessible pathways at all community
parks and plan for improvements. Create and maintain accessible routes
and pathways within all parks. Create and implement consistent signage
and way-finding system for the entire park and recreation system.

CREATING A RECREATION HUB

Downtown Sheridan is already well known as the civic, economic and
cultural center of the region. Revitalization efforts along Main Street have
helped retain the downtown’s historic character and attracted a growing
number businesses and visitors. But Downtown Sheridan also serves as a
hub for park and recreation destinations, opportunities and attractions. City
parks, natural areas, historic sites and recreation centers are clustered near
the Downtown core, near theaters, restaurants, government offices and
hotels.
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V. PARK & FACILITY RECOMMENDATIONS

The opportunity exists to build on the proximity of these downtown parks
services with the greater regional recreation opportunities to create and
promote Downtown Sheridan as a Recreation Hub for Sheridan County and
beyond (Recreation Hub map). This Recreation Hub would serve the
recreational needs of visitors to the area and draw in new visitors for the
close-in amenities and visitor services, historic downtown sites, and local
park and recreation opportunities.

RECOMMENDATIONS

e Build on the strength of Downtown Sheridan’s economic development
by forming strategic partnerships. Coordinate with the Downtown
Sheridan Association to promote the Downtown as a prime location for
recreation services, outfitters and other outdoor-oriented businesses.
Participate in Downtown Sheridan housing initiatives to identify future
residential populations and their parks and recreation needs. Strengthen
the connections between parks and the Downtown commercial core
through trails and pathways, and coordinate with transportation plans to
link transit stops with parks and recreation opportunities.

e Focus on an increase in tourism and recreation in the Downtown area.
Work with local and regional partners to strategize and create recreation
attractions (such as Rapid City’s Watiki Waterpark or urban sports
parks), special events (such as urban sporting events and competitions),
and special promotions. Create partnerships to market and promote the
Downtown as a recreation destination in locations across the county,
such as nearby parks, recreation areas and national forest sites. Create
partnerships to share responsibilities for operating downtown facilities
and facilitating downtown events.

e Identify additional stakeholders and interested parties to expand the
Recreational Hub concept. Involve the North Main Association and the
Downtown Sheridan Association offices. Highlight potential student housing
in Downtown as a source of recreation users. Involve Whitney Benefits
Properties and the Senior Center Expansion in discussions of needs and
opportunities. Integrate the 5™ Street Corridor Plan into the Recreation Hub
concept in order to connect Interstate 90 to Downtown with recreation
amenities along the route. Integrate Historic Bozeman Trail attractions,
information and events into the planned Recreation Hub.
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EXISTING COMMUNITY, NEIGHBORHOOD AND MINI PARKS

The City of Sheridan has two community parks, four neighborhood parks,
and two mini-parks. Taken together, these parks possess very different types
of facilities and provide residents with very different park experiences.

KENDRICK PARK

Kendrick Park is Sheridan’s central community park and features a variety of
recreational opportunities and attractions. The park includes an outdoor
swimming pool with a waterslide,
amphitheater, concession stand,
playground, an open turf area, multiple
picnic shelters and facilities, and a paved
pathway that winds among mature trees
and connects to surrounding
neighborhoods.

Perhaps the most unique aspect of
Kendrick Park is the 20 acre wildlife area
along its western boundary uphill from
the outdoor pool. This expansive area
allows park visitors to view elk and bison
in a meadow environment. In addition to
providing a central location for
recreational activities, Kendrick Park is
adjacent (downhill) from the Trails End
State Historic Site run by the Wyoming State Parks & Historic Sites Division.
The Recreation District and City jointly maintain portions of the park
facility. Although it is popular, this park needs several improvements and
upgrades. Overall, the City should take into account park-wide needs when
completing individual improvements to maximize efficiency.

Recommendations

« Develop a new site master plan for Kendrick Park: The master plan
should support Kendrick Park’s role as the premier community gathering
park in Sheridan and that guides future improvements. Consider the
following recommendations in the site master plan. Evaluate the
potential for City or Recreation District offices at the park. Consider
buying properties adjacent to the park if they come on the open market.
Find a funder who can provide no —interest funding immediately so the
City can secure the properties if they become available. Investigate the
installation of a sprayground or waterplay ground as a central feature in
the park. The potential location of such a facility at Kendrick Park
should be carefully considered and vary from the facility provided at
nearby Whitney Commons Park.

e Replace Kendrick Park Pool with a new community pool: The City
should consider partnering with another organization such as the
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Sheridan YMCA, Recreation District or other private entity to identify an
appropriate location, construct and operate a new indoor or outdoor
community pool. Until confirming agreement for new community pool,
continue to operate Kendrick Park Pool, conducting routine
maintenance as needed and prioritizing affordability of pool facility for
users. Develop a decommissioning plan for removing the existing pool,
and redesign the pool space for another park use. Potential uses include
a reservable outdoor venue for picnics and events, a new skate park, a
concert lawn (relocating the existing band shell), a viewing area for the
elk and buffalo pasture, relocated tennis courts, and a second play area.
In addition, the historic bathhouse should be repurposed while retaining
its architectural integrity and unique identity. Options include restrooms
to serve that end of the park, an education center, office space for
Sheridan Parks staff or the Recreation District, and reservable/rentable
public space.

Continue with park-wide improvements: Continue with development of
the accessible play area. Make accessibility improvements, including
providing an accessible pathway that connects all elements in the park.
Upgrade the architectural elements in the park, including picnic
shelters, site
furnishings, and
structures such as the
concession stand and
restrooms. These
upgrades should be
phased in over time,
in accordance with
the site master plan.
Improve parking for
the park as needed.
Consider strategies to
make park safer for
users, including
setting up security
cameras and WIFI throughout the park. Continue to provide special
event and community gathering features at the park, and provide
upgrades as needed to support continued special event programs.
Continue maintenance of the wildlife area and make enhancements to
the site that increase the educational opportunities provided. Replace
tennis court surface and netting, if the site master plan calls for tennis
courts to remain at Kendrick.

Consider new additions to park features and programming: Consider
including an outdoor bouldering structure to play area. Consider closing
vehicle access to interior roads within the park during peak summer
months or on peak weekends. Closure to general auto traffic (with
exceptions for picnic shelter access and ADA-compliant parking) will
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decrease congestion and user conflicts. An example would be holding a
closed-circuit, auto-free, walk-run day through Kendrick Park. This could
be a one time or monthly event. If successful, consider implementing as
weekly event during summer months.

e Consider management improvements: Seek to assign the Recreation
District with responsibility for reservation management of picnic and
event space. As part of assuming reservation management
responsibilities, the Recreation District may retain any revenues
generated from reservations. This will continue the disconnect park staff
have with current facility users, co-offices could help if this
recommendation is followed.

THORNE-RIDER PARK

Located north of downtown adjacent to the police station, Thorne-Rider
Park provides a wide variety of recreational opportunities and sport
facilities. Home of the Recreation District offices, this community park is a
sprawling complex of sports courts, fields, and other park facilities. Within
the southeast boundary of the park are two ball fields, a playground, a BMX
track, tennis courts, horseshoe pits, sand volley ball, and basketball. To the
west across Goose Creek and up the hill along west 11th St. are Dan Madia
Field, Bondi Memorial playground, a fitness trail, and a skate park. The
lesser known portion of the park to the north contains a horse riding area
and paintball course. The City and the Recreation District jointly maintain
portions of this park.

Recommendations

« Develop a new site master plan for Thorne-Rider Park: Prior to making
investments at this site, the City should complete a site master plan for
this park that addresses all of the acreage, including Madia field. The site
master planning process should follow community park development
guidelines and the North Main Revitalization Initiative
recommendations, while encouraging additional input from the public
and site stakeholders. The site master plan should include a financing
plan that ensures there is available funding to match needed
improvements, as well as long-term maintenance and operations. In
particular, the site master plan should outline a diversity of spaces
within the park, including an area for passive recreation, such as open
lawn areas and picnicking facilities. These could be integrated into the
adjacent open space.

e Continue with park-wide improvements: In the short term, make
improvements to reduce gravel from getting carried from the parking lot
onto the skate park surface. In the long-term, if a skate park remains at
this site, more significant improvements to enhance visibility of the skate
park are needed, as well as additional user amenities such as a rest
room. Improve circulation throughout the park, including identifying
pathways and trail improvements, as well as pedestrian improvements
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from surrounding streets into the park. Connect all elements within the
park with an ADA-compliant path. Add signage to enhance visibility of
the park from the northern and southern boundaries. Enhance the creek
and creek-side areas, including pathway connections. Redesign park
entrance in accordance with park master plan. Incorporate buffering or
design features to address the neighboring residences located on the
eastern boundary of the park, very near major activity areas at the park.
Provide overall upgrades to the existing fields and facilities, but only if
the site master plan calls for these to remain at the site for the long term.
Remove the BMX track, which is currently constrained between the
creek and the internal vehicle roadway, and consider whether other
locations in the park would be better in the long-term. Continue
monitoring and maintaining the dog park. Seek continued support from
users to help sustain this feature.

e Clarify roles and responsibilities for management, maintenance and
park improvements: Address the lease agreement in effect for the site to
ensure that any City-invested funds are meeting overall community
goals and needs. Consider the Sheridan Athletic Association’s interest
and support of the Babe Ruth and American Legion fields when
developing the site master plan, as well as the Recreation District’s
offices and interest. Consider buying properties adjacent to the park if
they come on the open market. Find a funder who can provide no—
interest funding immediately so the City can secure the properties if they
become available

WEST 5™ STREET PARK

West 5" Street Park, formerly known as Cloud Peak Open Space, is to
become Sheridan’s newest community park. With over 32 acres of land, this
area in currently in the development and planning stages.

Recommendations

* Develop a new site master plan for West 5th Street Park: Prioritize
designing for multiple and flexible uses. Consider including new sports
fields and courts, playgrounds, restrooms, concessions and storage,
pond access, gathering and picnic areas, trails, etc. Implement the
master plan based on the adopted park design guidelines. Consider
including another dog park at this site.

e Consider “community-built” options for development: Seek
public/private partnerships and volunteer groups to fund and build
improvements.

MARSHALL PARK

Marshall Park is on the eastern side of Big Horn Ave. at Edwards Dr.
features six horseshoe pits, a playground, an open turf area, restrooms and
off-street parking. The City maintains this site. The open turf areas of this
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park are used as soccer fields and as a neighborhood park the site is often
used for community park functions.

Recommendations

e Consider developing a site master plan to guide improvements: Utilize
the neighborhood park design guidelines when siting improvements at
this park. The site plan should include an ADA pathway connecting
internal park elements, a running loop with mileage markers, and picnic
amenities.

e Continue with park wide improvements: Add an active recreation
facility, such as a paved athletic court. Improve access to this site by
making pedestrian
improvements along Big
Horn Ave. and a
crosswalk at the Navajo
Rd. junction. Construct
pathways that connect to
Sheltered Acres Park.
Repurpose the informal
soccer fields, once a
replacement soccer field
is constructed at another
site. Consider
incorporating a small
sprayground or waterplay feature. Reduce parking lot size once other
neighborhood park sites are developed.

OATTS MEMORIAL PARK

Oatts Memorial Park is located in northeast Sheridan at E 6th Ave. and N.
Sheridan Ave. The park features three lighted ball fields and a batting cage,
a basketball court, playground, restrooms, concessions, and off-street
parking area.

Recommendations

e Consider making park wide improvements: Add an active recreation
facility, such as a paved athletic court. Relocate ball fields to another
location or a new community park site.

SHELTERED ACRES PARK

Sheltered Acres Park is located at the southern end of Emerson St. in
southeast Sheridan. The park features a portion of Little Goose Creek and
paved multi-use pathway connecting the park to other park facilities, such
as Washington Park. The park has a tennis court, disc golf course,
playground, a picnic area, parking, and portable toilets.
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Recommendations

e Consider making park wide
improvements: Repair creek
stabilization in compromised
areas. Upgrade existing tennis
courts and playground. Maintain
existing picnic area and upgrade
as needed.

e Consider making park
management improvements:
Identify a more suitable location
for snow storage.

WASHINGTON PARK

Washington Park is divided by Little Goose Creek, which bisects the park
into two distinct areas. The western portion of the park is accessed by
Coffeen Ave. and contains a trailer waste disposal site, free camping area
and off-street parking. The east side features a lighted basketball court,
playground and backstop. A bridge connects the two sides of the park. The
park also has restrooms, picnic areas and a walkway. The City maintains this
park facility.

Recommendations

e Consider making park wide improvements: Improve visibility and
access to the site by developing distinctive gateway features and well
defined bicycle pedestrian access from Coffeen Ave. Improve the
existing parking lot with new paving and landscaping. Relocate shelter
to a more appropriate location. Address basketball court condition and
consider resurfacing. Improve playground and survey users for new
additions. Keep the trailer waste disposal site and camping facilities, and
improve visitor signage to increase use of these facilities.

LIONS CLUB PARK

Lions Club Park is located in northeast Sheridan at E 2nd St and N Sheridan
Ave. The park has a basketball court, backstop, playground and off-street
parking. The City maintains this site.

Recommendations

e Consider making park wide improvements: Improve landscaping with
new tree plantings. Maintain the existing facilities and upgrade as
needed.
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MILL/CROOK PARK

Mill/Crook Park is a small picnic area located north of the City’s library
across from Crook’s Campaign Fountain at W. Dow St. and Lewis St. The
City maintains this park facility.

Recommendations

e Continue improvements to park: Consider improvements related to
community’s origin and areas historical significance. Provide and
maintain creek access and ADA access to pathway (requires moving 476
Marion Street house).

NORTH HEIGHTS PARK

North Heights Park has a playground and a picnic area located at North
Heights Road and North Heights Dr. This park is the only developed area
within the North Heights Open Space natural area. The City maintains this
park.

Recommendations

e Consider developing a new
neighborhood park: Locate future park
on the north side of Sagebrush
Elementary School on the North Heights
Open Space (west) property to replace
this site. If this occurs, phase out the
play equipment at North Heights Park
and turn the site into a viewpoint to the
North Heights Open Space. Make area a
low-maintenance open space, providing
for variety and multi-purpose use.
Coordinate planning with Gateway
Park.

SPECIAL USE AREAS

Several special use areas are located within other parks, such as dog parks,
community gardens, historic sites and the sled hill. The City of Sheridan
maintains three stand alone special use areas.

KENDRICK GOLF COURSE

Kendrick Golf Course is the municipal golf facility located at Sheridan’s
western city limits on Golf Course Rd. at Big Goose Rd. The 18-hole course
features a chipping area, pro shop, restaurant, clubhouse, and cart storage
barn. The City contracts with the Golf Pro for maintenance of this facility.

Recommendations

e Continue to support the golf course operating plan: Continue to
contract golf course service management, and invest in the golf course
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as needed. Continue efforts to increase play and revenue thereby
reducing public funding support.

e Continue exploring other potential recreational options on this large
property: Continue developing pathways to and through the golf course.

CROOK’S CAMPAIGN FOUNTAIN

Crook’s Campaign Fountain commemorates General George Crook’s
headquarters at the confluence of the Big and Little Goose Creeks. The
location commemorates his campaign in 1876 for the ‘Battle of the
Rosebud’, which occurred approximately 40 miles northeast of Sheridan.
This historical area is maintained by the City.

Recommendations
* Continue to maintain this historical site.

ROTARY PARK 1

Located across the street from the
historic Sheridan Inn and train depot
at E 5th St. and Broadway St, Rotary
Park 1 contains an authentic steam
train engine, surrounded by a small
grassy area. The site is a memorial to
Sheridan’s rich history as a railroad
center. This historical area is

= W : ; maintained by the City.

Recommendations

« The City should coordinate with the Heritage Board and their plans for
maintenance and development of Sheridan’s historical sites, especially
the Rotary Park site.

e Consider incorporating benches and user amenities so that this site
supports picnicking and other passive use.

NATURAL AREAS

The city has six natural areas with a total of 147.5 acres. The majority of
Sheridan’s natural areas are located to the northwest and south of
Downtown.

COLONY SOUTH OPEN SPACE

This property is connected at the southwestern edge of Sheltered Acres
Park. Public access to the property is from the north. A pedestrian pathway
connects the property to upland properties to the west connecting the
property to Marshall Park. There is also an informal path that crosses the
property from north to south. A more formal pathway has not been built
along this direction due to the stability of the hillside on this property. This
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site’s steep terrain and slope stability issues make it unsuitable for park
development. The natural area is maintained by the City and is currently
used for wildlife viewing and other passive recreation.

Recommendations

« Improve slope stabilization in areas where the bank has eroded or is
likely to erode due to flooding or other creek impacts.

HUME DRAW AND MAVRAKIS POND

Sheridan’s largest natural area, Hume Draw

is a series of inter-connected ponds that end

at Mavrakis Pond. Hume Draw provides

passive recreation as well as excellent

R mans wildlife viewing opportunities. Mavrakis
 EEEe= Pond, at the eastern end of the park, also

s offers fishing. This area also features a

paved multi-purpose pathway that provides

connectivity to adjacent neighborhoods.

This natural area is maintained by the City.

Recommendations

e Make improvements to natural area:
Complete fencing of Mavrakis Pond.

NORTH HEIGHTS OPEN SPACE (EAST)

North Heights Open Space (east) is one of a pair of properties located in
north Sheridan off of North Heights Dr. just north of North Heights Park.
Access is limited to the southern portion of the property from the mini-park.
The property serves as a natural area for the residents with properties
backing toward the land. This natural area is maintained by the City.

Recommendations

e Continue to provide limited maintenance for this facility. The City
should work with adjacent property owners to improve maintenance
access to the site.

NORTH HEIGHTS OPEN SPACE

(WEST) b
North Heights Open Space (west) M -
is directly north of Sagebrush - . St

Elementary. The property is
accessed from the east along North
Heights Ave., and from the west by
the West Park Trailer Park. The site
is surrounded by residential
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properties. This natural area is maintained by the City.

Recommendations

Develop a site master plan: Follow the natural area development
guidelines when planning for the site.

Improve connectivity to the site: Develop a trail along the northern
portion of the property to connect the site to the school and street. Such
a trail could also connect to future development.

SOUTH PARK OPEN SPACE

South Park Open Space, connects directly to the south of Colony South
Open Space. The undeveloped property borders a portion of Little Goose
Creek to the east and will have access through the southern portion of
Colony South Open Space.

Recommendations

Consider making property acquisitions in the vicinity of the park:
Prioritize creek side property for future creek access and creek
stabilization and enhancement projects for improved water quality.

Consider making improvements to the site: Consider developing
environmental interpretive signage along pathway system.

Consider new management options: Seek a partner to operate the
nature education programming for the site. Identify more suitable
location for snow storage.
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FACILITY RECOMMENDATIONS

A successful park system contains a variety of recreational facilities that
reflect the unique needs of a community or specific neighborhood.
Recreation facilities also create places to relax, enjoy nature, or participate
in community events.

SPORTS FIELDS

Sports fields are an important resource for both organized and informal

play. While some sports can be played on any open turf area, the following
sports require either specific field development or dedicated space to ensure
enough field time to support sports programs. Most of Sheridan’s fields are
concentrated at Thorne-Rider and Oatts Memorial Parks and all the fields
have lighting.

FOOTBALL/SOCCER FIELDS/MULTI-
USE FIELD

Often, football and soccer fields
can be used interchangeably.
Football fields are generally 160
feet by 360 feet and must include
goal posts. Soccer fields can vary
in dimension according to the
intended age group. One
regulation sized field can be used
for multiple fields for youth. In
order to support regulation play, a
soccer field must be at least 50 yards x 80 yards for youth and 60-75 yards x
110-120 yards for adults. Portable goals may be used. Fields must be level
without holes or mounds. Sheridan’s fields are located at Thorne-Rider Park,
Marshall Park, Sheridan’s Junior and High Schools, and Sheridan
Community College.

Recommendations

e Continue to partner with the School District for provision of football
fields. Consider partnering in the development of a new football field
when a new school is built.

e Continue to provide and maintain the existing levels of service:
Provide one soccer field per 7,000 residents and one multi-use field per
21,000 residents. (It should be noted that the existing LOS includes the
informal Marshall Park fields. The informal Marshall Park fields should
be phased out, and new fields should be developed at a new
community park site.) To meet the needs of the 2025 population of
29,000, the City would need to develop two additional soccer fields
(one replacing Marshall Park’s fields) and no additional multi-use fields.
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The new facilities could be added with the development of a new
community park or school facility.

BASEBALL/SOFTBALL FIELDS

Baseball fields must have a backstop and dugouts, and may have a grass
infield. Outfield and baseline dimensions vary according to intended age
group and league. An adult baseball field is approximately 3.2 acres and a
softball field or a youth baseball field is 2.5 acres. An outfield fence,
although desirable, is not required. Fields must be level without holes.
Sheridan has total of eight lighted ball fields of various design located at
Thorne-Rider Park, the Sheridan Community College Softball Complex, and
Oatts Memorial Park.

Recommendations

e Continue to provide and maintain baseball and softball fields at
existing levels of service. The City should use the following guidelines:
1 baseball field per 4,200 residents, and one softball field per 7,000
residents.

e Consider locations of existing and new fields: Relocate the Oatts
Memorial Park fields to a new community park site. Prioritize adding
new sport fields at West 5th Street Park.

e Design to reduce light pollution: Ensure that new field lighting
minimizes lighting impacts and protects Sheridan’s night sky.

OUTDOOR RECREATION FACILITIES

In addition to sports fields, other active recreation facilities are included in
parks of various categories. Sheridan’s parks provide a mix of outdoor
athletic and recreation facilities.

BASKETBALL COURTS

Outdoor basketball courts may be half court or full court, and are generally
used for informal pickup games. Basketball courts are usually constructed in
pairs at larger parks and schools. Courts must include regulation hoops and
lines. The playing area should be covered with asphalt or some other hard
surface. No major cracks or irregularities should exist. Basketball courts are
available at Kendrick, Thorne-Rider Park, Oatts Memorial, Washington, and
Lions Club Parks. School District elementary school sites and the junior high
provide an addition mix of full and half court basketball facilities.
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TENNIS COURTS

Tennis courts are generally
constructed in pairs or groupings of
four or more. Courts must have
adequate fencing, net, and color-
coated surface. No major cracks or
surface regularities should exist.
Tennis courts are usually located at
larger parks, such as community
parks, or at high and middle
schools. Outdoor tennis courts are
available at Kendrick, Thorne-Rider,
Washington, Sheltered Acres Park, and the high school.

VOLLEYBALL COURTS

Volleyball courts may be located indoors or outdoors. Outdoor surfaces
include turf or sand. Regulation volleyball courts should be 60 feet by 30
feet in size, with a net height that varies with age and gender. Courts may
be accompanied by seating areas. An outdoor volleyball court is available at
Thorne-Rider Park.

Recommendations

e Continue to provide outdoor basketball and tennis courts as a
potential feature at community and neighborhood parks. The City
could also consider courts at future special use facilities, if any are
developed.

e Continue to consider outdoor volleyball courts as a potential element
in public parks.

e Consider adding indoor court space: If a flexible indoor space is
constructed in the future, the possibility of designing it to support indoor
court space should be considered.

RUNNING TRACKS

Running tracks are provided in conjunction with football/soccer fields and
feature a developed surface with one or more lanes of travel. Sheridan has
two running tracks available at the junior and senior high schools.

SKATE PARKS

Skate parks vary in size, with 10,000 to 20,000 square feet as a typical
minimum size for a community-scale, dedicated facility. Skate parks must
have a concrete or other hard surface, and may include half pipes, quarter
pipes, and handrails. A skate park may also contain other features designed
for tricks, such as ramps, stairs, trick boxes, or pyramids. Sheridan has built
one skate park adjacent to Dan Media Field at Thorne-Rider Park.
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PLAYGROUNDS

Playgrounds come in all shapes and sizes, and may contain multiple
components. Playgrounds can also be designed to incorporate thematic
areas with interpretive and educational elements. Playgrounds can be
constructed using a variety of materials, but must include impact-attenuating
surfacing and a sufficient barrier to separate preschool and school age areas
and keep children safe from traffic and conflicting uses.

Recommendations

e Continue to work with the School District to provide running tracks to
the community. In addition, the City should consider a soft path running
trail as an alternative to hard surfaced tracks and muilti-use trails at
Marshall Park, and at new community or neighborhood parks.

» Identify a suitable location for development of a new skate park in a
community park. A skate park should be located in a highly visible
location, easy for youth and families to access. It should be relatively
near restrooms and places to buy snacks. Involve local skaters/BMX
bikers in the design process. Consider hiring a professional skate/bike
park design/build team to design and build the new skate park.

e Continue improving and upgrading playground and redesign play
areas: Design play areas for accessibility. Consider nature play as an
option in neighborhood and community parks.

AQUATIC FACILITIES

Aquiatics facilities include swimming pools and waterplay features that
provide opportunities to get wet, cool down, learn to swim, compete, or just
get a low impact workout.

SWIMMING POOLS

Swimming pools vary in size
and depth according to
intended age group and use.
They may be located indoors
or outdoors, and may be
designed to support
competitive swimming or for
leisure. Recreational pools may

" include water features
designed for use by different age groups, such as slides or spray elements.
An outdoor swimming pool is located at Kendrick Park.

Recommendations

e Seek a partnership to provide a new public pool: Consider partnering
with the YMCA, the Recreation District, other recreation providers, or
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private entity to provide a public pool to replace the existing Kendrick
Park Pool. Consider repurposing the Kendrick Park pool to a more
sustainable amenity or destination once a new community pool is
constructed. See the Kendrick Park recommendations discussed earlier
in this chapter for more detailed recommendations related to Kendrick
Park.

WATERPLAY FEATURES

Waterplay features are popular with
children of all ages and can be designed in
a variety of configurations. Sheridan does
not provide these facilities within any of
its parks, but one is in place at Whitney
Commons and is a very popular attraction
during the summer. The City maintains no
waterplay features, but one is adjacent to
Kendrick Park at Whitney Commons Park.

Recommendations

e Consider the development of the
waterplay feature as an element of a
new community park, such as
Kendrick Park, or as part of a special
use facility. If a waterplay feature is
incorporated into a park, it should be
designed for Wyoming’s winters and special attention should be given
to the surface materials and long term maintenance of the facility. The
design of new waterplay features should be varied from one another.

INDOOR FACILITIES

Public input suggests that indoor multi-use or flexible recreation space
would be desirable, but that existing facilities and experiences should not
be duplicated. The design of any new indoor spaces should be flexible for a
variety of uses and potentially include indoor tennis courts or gymnasiums.
The City and the Recreation District currently partner with the School
District for the use of school facilities.

Recommendations

e Continue to partner with the Recreation District and School District
for the use of School District facilities. The City could consider
contributing financially towards the expansion of existing gymnasiums
or the development of new gymnasiums in exchange for public access
and use. This could be a cost effective way of providing future flexible
indoor recreation space for Sheridan residents.
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e Consider developing multi-purpose indoor facilities. If the City pursues
new indoor spaces independent of the School District sites, new
structures should be designed to support a wide variety of indoor events
and uses and should not be a stand-alone gymnasium, which would
duplicate YMCA and School District facilities. Consider development of
a recreation center that includes an indoor track.

OTHER PARK FACILITIES

Park facilities are not limited to athletic fields, courts, and playgrounds.
Sheridan has a number of other park facilities and amenities that provide
diversity to the park and recreation system.

DISC GOLF COURSE

Disc golf courses consist of a designated series of starting points (tees) and
objectives (holes) created by a pole with standing metal basket targets.
Signage should accompany each hole. Courses can be incorporated into
other parks, and are sometimes located in natural areas. Sheridan maintains
a 9-hole disc golf course at Sheltered Acres Park and other courses are
located at the high school, West 5™ Street Park, and the VA Medical Center.

HORSESHOE COURTS

Horseshoe courts consist of
sand boxes with a metal
stake serving as a target.
Courts come in pairs and in
many cases several pairs are
located together for group
play. Sheridan maintains 16
horseshoe pits at the two
community parks, and
Marshall Park. Sheridan’s
existing facilities are

- adequately serving the needs
of the communlty Horseshoe courts are relatively inexpensive to develop
and maintain.

OPEN TURF AREAS

Open turf areas are informal open areas that accommodate a variety of
activities. These areas are not scheduled and are available for playing catch,
informal games of soccer, Frisbee, and many other casual, self-directed
activities. Sheridan has open turf areas at both community parks, as well as
at Lions Club Park, Sheltered Acres Park, and Marshall Park. Elementary
school grounds also have open turf areas. Whitney Commons Park also
provides an open turf areas along the west side of the park.
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BACKSTOPS

Backstops can be placed in open turf areas, and allow for informal practice
of baseball and softball. Sheridan provides two permanent backstops in
addition to a portable backstop.

Recommendations

e Continue to provide disc golf as part of a diverse park and recreation
system. A new course could be incorporated into a new community
park, if there is interest during the design phase.

e Continue with the practice of including horseshoe courts as a potential
element in neighborhood and community parks.

e Incorporate open turf areas into parks of all types: Ensure through
good design that open turf areas are sited to encourage use.

e Continue with the practice of providing backstops within some open
turf areas: Backstops support casual baseball and softball play,
especially when open turf areas are located near picnic facilities.

e Consider locations for new kayak put-ins: Put-ins could be located
within existing river-front parks and greenways and support Sheridan
Community Land Trust’s efforts to identify and promote safe floating
activities.

BMX COURSE

A BMX course is a dirt track for racing BMX bicycles. While this facility can
also be composed of impervious materials, the surface needs to be durable,
and be relatively smooth without any significant irregularities such as rocks
or holes. Courses should have a variety of challenging terrain with jumps,
straight-aways, and berms and often have a starting gate and spectator areas.
There is one BMX track in Sheridan’s park system. While national and
statewide trends provide statistics for bicycling, there is limited data
specifically related to BMX trends. Public input did not indicate significant
support for an additional BMX course.

FISHING LAKES

Fishing lakes are excavated or natural lakes stocked with sport fish. Fishing
lakes can also provide access to the waterfront by trail, piers or docks.
Sheridan has two fishing lakes: one at Mavrakis Pond located at the eastern
portion of the Hume Draw natural areas, and the other in Rotary Park
located at the Fairgrounds. Statewide trends indicate that viewing fish and
wildlife is popular in Wyoming. Findings from the community recreation
guestionnaire show that fishing is popular in Sheridan.
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Recommendations

 Remove the BMX track in Thorne-Rider Park: The existing BMX track is
currently constrained between the creek and the internal vehicle
roadway. Consider whether other locations would be better in the long-

term, such as a centrally

located park of the city.

e Maintain the existing
fishing lake at Mavrakis
Pond. Consider expand
fishing opportunities in
Sheridan, if opportunities
arise.

PICNIC FACILITIES

Picnic areas are groupings of one or more picnic tables within a park
setting. Picnic areas may be situated under shade structures or in permanent
pavilions. Often, barbecue pits or grills and running water are provided.
Drinking water and restrooms should be located within easy walking
distance. Usually, group picnic areas can be reserved for a fee by groups for
family or business events, weddings, and other gatherings. Sheridan
provides picnic facilities at both community parks, two neighborhood parks,
and two of the three mini-parks.

MEMORIALS

Memorials are areas within a park or other site that are dedicated to the
memory of a person, place, or event. Memorial areas include monuments,
benches, and signage indicating its designation. Sheridan has memorial
benches at a variety of parks and facilities. In addition, the City constructed
an entire portion of the Hume Draw pathway with funding from a memorial
foundation. The City dedicates memorials based on individual request of the
public.

RESTROOMS

Restrooms can be unisex/single occupant facilities, multiple single occupant
facilities within one structure, or gender-separated facilities of varying
capacities. They can be either self-contained or part of a larger community
facility. Restrooms are a highly valued facility, particularly at park sites that
are distant from home and for activities that last multiple hours. Sheridan
provides restrooms at all of the community parks and special use facilities,
and at three of the four neighborhood parks.
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Recommendations

e Incorporate picnicking facilities into the park design guidelines:
Consider providing picnic facilities of different scales throughout the
park system. Locate reservable group picnic areas in community parks
or special use facilities.

e Consider developing specific Memorial policies: Consider guidelines
for placement of memorial benches and other features in order to
promote consistency in the park system, while recognizing the desire for
remembrance of family members and friends.

e Consider new ways to raise funds for pathways: Partner with the
Transportation Alternatives Coalition (a.k.a. TRAC) to develop a gift
catalog of plaques, benches, and other commemorative items.

e Install and maintain public restrooms at all new community parks.
Portable restrooms, such as those at Sheltered Acres Park, serve the
current needs of the city but may need to be replaced with permanent
restrooms over time. Develop clearly defined maintenance
responsibilities for routine park restroom maintenance.

DOG PARKS

Sheridan currently has three dog
parks. Dog parks should be large
open space areas, fenced-off with a
double-gated entry, have nearby
parking, and include amenities such
as dog waste stations, water,
benches, signage and trash cans.
The site should also be safe, not
isolated, and noise impacts on
neighbors should be considered.

Recommendations

e Continue to monitor existing facilities: The City should continue to
monitor conditions at existing dog parks and strive to reduce conflicts
between users and adjacent neighbors.

e Consider development of additional dog park facilities: Off-leash dog
parks could be developed in a new community park or as a stand-alone
special use facility if the public expresses the need.

SHOOTING RANGE

There is currently one City-owned shooting range in Sheridan, operated by
the Sheridan County Sportsman’s Club. The facility has an outdoor pistol
and rifle range as well as an indoor pistol range, and accommodates a
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variety of other shooting activities. The facility also offers shooting programs
for youth. Safety is the first priority in determining the location and design of
a shooting range facility. Due to inherent safety issues, the location and
design of a shooting range is dependent on federal, state and local
standards, as well as other professional recommendations and guidelines.
Soil contamination from spent bullets should also be an important
consideration.

Recommendations

» Continue to coordinate with the Sheridan County Sportsman’s Club to
provide safe opportunities for shooting in Sheridan.

e Maintain the current shooting range. If future residential development
encroaches near this facility, the City should consider developing a
replacement shooting range further out in the planning area.

TRAIL FACILITIES

Trails are linear corridors with hard-surfaced
or soft-surfaced trails, or are routes in creeks,
rivers and lakes. As with greenways, trails
often follow abandoned railroad rights-of-
way, power lines, or waterways. Trails
usually contain seating and may have
associated trailheads, parking, boat launches,
and interpretive signage. Trails provide
public access to active recreation such as
walking, biking, or running, and alternative
transportation options. These facilities serve
the entire city.

MULTI-USE TRAILS

Multi-use trails are used by pedestrians and bicyclists, and link points inside
the city. These trails are hard-surfaced to accommodate bicycles and
provide accessibility for people with disabilities. Other users may be
accommodated as appropriate. Sheridan has approximately five miles of
hard surface multi-use trails that meander through and connect multiple
park facilities.

PEDESTRIAN TRAILS

Pedestrian trails are generally found within existing natural areas. These
trails can be hard-surfaced or soft-surfaced. Examples of soft surfaces include
soil, crushed rock, and wood chips. Most soft surfaces do not provide
accessibility for people with disabilities, but are preferable for some
recreation activities, such as running and hiking. These types of trails exist
within most of Sheridan’s natural areas but have not been inventoried.
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WATER TRAILS

Water trails are marked routes along water bodies for boating. Water trails
include signs and route makers, facilities for parking, boat launches or
docks, and can include other facilities such as picnic areas and trailhead
restrooms.

Recommendations
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Continue to improve pathway and trail system: Improve connections
and access to the pathway system. Designhate connections from
neighborhoods to pathway system and from pathways to destinations,
per Park System Concept Map. Add additional trail layers to the
pathway system, with a soft surface network parallel to hard surface
paths and trails. Work with other City departments, public agencies and
user groups to add bike racks in downtown off of Main, in parking lots,
alleys and at parks. Consider adding a bridge over Big Goose Creek at
the Leopard St. right-of-way to create loop trail opportunities as the city
grows west. Create trail and pathway connections with the County
Airport if possible. Coordinate with the Sheridan Community Land Trust
to identify opportunities outside of the city. Consider trails for mountain
bikes, wildlife viewing and regional connections.

Integrate trail signage throughout the system: Develop a trail
wayfinding and mileage marker program throughout the trail system, in
conjunction with an app-based map. Create new trail signage based on
conceptual sign design plans.

Implement Sheridan’s water trail plan: Pursue relevant
recommendations from the recent Water Trail Assessment to expand
outdoor recreation opportunities near Sheridan.

Improve public involvement in the planning process: Engage the public
to generate new ideas. Examples include leveraging user groups to
mobilize funding, advocacy and development. Continue to change
composition of advisory group members.
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VI. PLAN IMPLEMENTATION

CONCLUSION/FINAL MESSAGE

Since adoption of the 2009 Master Plan, the City has successfully completed
many recommendations outlined in the plan, resulting in an improved park
system with increased public use, support and satisfaction. Today, the City
of Sheridan continues its legacy of providing a high quality system of parks
and pathways system through the completion of the 2014 Parks &
Recreation Master Plan update.

The Master Plan provides an updated resource and guide based on the
strong foundation established by the 2009 Master Plan. This Master Plan
reaffirms the key needs and goals voiced by the community, by comparing
interests and conditions since 2009, while shifting attention to more recent
and pressing needs such as the future of a community aquatics facility. At
the same time, this Master Plan positions the City to build on its potential as
a recreation hub, creating connections to Downtown attractions and
surrounding recreational opportunities, while attracting visitors and
supporting the local economy.

To be successful at implementing the community vision, the City will need
the continued support of partner organizations, park users and the public.
This community supported system will require the leadership of the City
and the willingness and cooperation of the many partners that comprise the
parks and recreation system. By building on the momentum, enthusiasm
and progress that occurred throughout the planning process, the City of
Sheridan can improve and sustain the envisioned park and recreation
system of the future.
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